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effects of the British rule was the disintegration
of these village republics.1 Disorganization -of the
village community which provided an integral
process of education for the kind of society it
constituted, also affected education.

There has been some controversy about the
exact position of education prevalent in India
when the British came. Mahatma Gandhi said
in his speech in 1931 at the Royal Institute of Inter-
national Affairs that India was more illiterate then
'than it had been fifty or a hundred years before*
And so was Burma, he said, because the British
administrators, when they came,1 instead of taking
hold of things as they were, began to root them
out.2 This statement, which was primarily based
on Adams' Reports on Vernacular Education in'
Bengal and'Bihar (1835-38) and Litner's History of
Education in the Punjab Since Annexations and in 1882,
has been challenged by Sir Philip Hartog who has
examined these documents.3 Mr. K. S. Vakil,
who has examined alL these and other documents,
draws another conclusion:

1 Jawahar Lai Nehru, The Discovery of India, pp. 26-27.
* International'Affairs* Vol. X (1931), pp. 727, 734, 735.
3 Sir Philip Hartog, Some Aspects of Indian   Education-
Past and Present) pp. 75-79.